Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 OUAGAD 02109 071256Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 CU-02 EB-07 TRSE-00 AID-05 
OMB-01 /090W 

071257Z 097286/50 

R 071032Z IUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4130 
INFO USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE OUAGADOUGOU 2109 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: CHINESE TO BUILD STADIUM IN OUAGADOUGOU 

1 . ON JUNE 4, THE PRC AMBASSADOR AND THE VOLTAN MINISTER FOR YOUTH 
AND SPORT SIGNED AN ACCORD UNDER THE TERMS OF WHICH CHINA WILL BUILD 
AN EIGHT MILLION DOLLAR SPORTS STADIUM IN OUAGADOUGOU CAPABLE OF 
SEATING THIRTY-FIVE THOUSAND SPECTATORS. 

2. PLANNING FOR THE STADIUM AND THE PREPARATION OF TECHNICAL STUDIES 
HAS BEEN GOING ON QUIETLY SINCE 1973. AT TIMES THE PROJECT SEEMED 

TO HAVE BEEN POSTPONED INDEFINETELY, BUT THE PLANNING IS NOW 
FINISHED, AND A MODEL OF THE STADIUM HAS BEEN DISPLAYED PUBLICLY. 

NO DATE HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR THE BEGINNING OF CONSTRUCTION. 

3. THE PROJECT IS CERTAIN TO BE ENTHUSIASTICALLY APPRECIATED BY 

THE PEOPLE OF OUAGADOUGOU, AND THIS AID FROM CHINA MAKES YET MORE 
NOTICEABLE THE ABSENCE OF RUSSIAN AID (ASIDE FROM SCHOLARSHIPS). 
BIGELOW 
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